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It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hare  this  opportunity  of  explaining 
e  reopening  of  “the  76th  session  of  the  Diet  the  recant  course  of 
< ountry's  foreign  affairs. 


Needless  to  say,  the  aim  of  Japan's  foreign  poliay  is  that  of 
ing  all  nations  of  the  acrid  each  to  take  its 'own  proper  plaoe. 

«•  ordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Hakko  Ichiu,  the  very  ideal  which 


red  the  foundation  of  our  Bmpire.  The  object  of  the  Three-Power 
included  between  Japan.  Germany  and  Italy  on  September  27  lest 
•  none  other  than  the  realization  of  the  same  great  ideal.  Ve  are. 
t  arid  allD  profoundly  moved  that  His  Majesty  the  Bnperor  was  graciously 
o^ed  to  grant  an  Imperial  Rescript  on  the  conclusion  of  the  Pact, 
c-arly  indicating  to  the  nation  the  path  which  they  should  follow. 


Che  Three -Power  Pact  stipulates  that  Germany  and  Italy  recognize 
aspect  the  leadership  of  Japan  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  order 
.  eater  Bast  Asia.  It  is  our  avowed  purpose  to  bring  all  the  people 
•  e-iter  Bast  Asia  to  revert  to  their  innate  and  proper  aspect* 

,ing  conciliation  and  co-operation  among  them,  and  thereby  setting 
x ample  of  universal  concord.  The  Pact  also  provides  that  Japan 
.cnizea  and  respeots  the  leadership  of  Germany  and  Italy  in  their 
ar  endeavours  in  Europe .  Far  from  antagonising  any  country. 

Tact  is  the  embodiment  of  a  peaceful  but  powerful  co-operation 
ted  towards  the  establishement  of  a  new  world  order.  In  acoordanoe 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty*  arrangements  have  already  been  made 
-'-etting  up  mixed  commissions  at  the  oapitals  of  the  three  countries, 
dly  relations  between  the  three  nations  are  thus  beocming  evermore 
"  o  politically,  militarily,  economically  and  culturally, 
g  the  month  of  November,  last  year,  the  Paot  was  adhered  to  by 
ry,  Rumania  md  Slovakia.  It  need  not  be  repeated  that  the - 
te  of  Japan's  diplomacy  la  the  ideal  of  the  Hakko  Ichiu  and  that 
solves  round  the  Three-Power  Paot  as  its  axis.  In  this  connect  ion, 
ild  like  to  touch  briefly  upon.  Article  Three  of  the  Three-Power 
That  article  provides  that  the  Contracting  Parties  undertake  to 
t  one  another  with  all  political*  economic  and  military  means  if 
t  the  Contracting  Parties  is  attacked  by  a  power  at  present  not 
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*olved  in  the  European  War  or  In  the  3ino- Japanese  conflict. 

•aae  auch  an  attack  should  be  made*  the  obligation  stipulated 
this  article  would 0  of  course,  arise,  incidentally,  reference 

*  be  made  to  Italy's  military  operations.  There  appear  to  be 

>'<  .a  species  of  malioious  propaganda  circulated  on  this  head,  but 
>  -e  no  doubt  that  our  ally  Italy  will  attaia  her  objeot  before  long. 

• 

Of  the  nations  in  Greater  last  Asia.  Hanchoukuo  has  special  and 
arable  relations  with  this  country.  As  you  are  aware,  during  the 
v^ars  rtiioh  have  already  elapsed  since  her  emergence  as  an  independent 
ua,  her  national  foundations  have  become  strong  and  secure  while 
'international  position  has  been  greatly  enhanced,  her  teeming 
ons  ewer  enjoying  an  increasing  measure  of  prosperity.  In  June , 
year*  the  Emperor  of  Hanchoukuo  paid  a  visit  to  Japan  to  offer  His 
■  u  nations  personally  to  our  Imperial  House  on  the  auspicious  occasion 
1  the  2,600th  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  our  fiopire.  This  is  a 
rr-e  of  genuine  congratulation  for  the  peoples  of  Japan  and  Hanchoukuo, 
it  is  a  conspicuous  manifestation,  of  the  unique  relations  subsisting 
w« on  the  two  nations,  sharing,  as  they  do,  oorroan  aims  and  aspirations, 
t-na  3ino- Japanese  Basic.  Treaty  concluded  with  the  National  Ooveramaot 
Shoeing,  and.  through  the  Joint  Declaration  made  by  Japan,  Hanchoukuo 
'  •  .'nine,  the  Hepublio  of  China,  reoognlaed  Uanohoukuo,  with  the  result 
;  ’:■**  an  exchange  of  ambassadors  has  been  arranged  between  them. 

•ijK.cih  as  an  early  settlement  of  the  China  Affair  is  desirable  in  the 
«*ats  of  the  creation  of  this  sphere  of  oomoon  prosperity  throughout 
*•.<  *>r  East  Asia,  the  present  Covemamit  ever  since  their  formation, 

urged  the  Chiang  Kai-shek  regime  to  reconsider  and  reverse  its  attitude, 
•*  view  of  bringing  about  its  amalgamation  with  the  Nanking  Government, 
remains  still  struggling  against  Japan.  The  Chiang  regime,  however, 

•  idled  with  internal  disruption  and  friction  Hiiah  are  rapidly  growing 
*,  while  the  masses  under  ita  control  are  suffering  from  high  prloee, 
i-th  of  cosnodities  and  other  severe  tribulations.  Inlle  the  armed 
lance  of  Chiang 'a  regime  has  notably  .declined,  the  Chinese  eomnunist 

•  j  have  greatly  gained  in  influence,  with  the  result  that  they  are 
•uily  encroaching  upon  the  sphere  of  influence  of  the  Chungking  armies. 

eader  in  Chungking  now  seems  to  b#  greatly  harassed  by  the  rampanoy 
tbs  eomnunist  forces.  Despite  its  being  in  such  a  miserable  plight, 
niang  regime  la  still  advocating  national  reconstruction  through 
oued  resistance  against  Japan.  This  la  due  to  ita  hopes 

-a .<-u stance  from  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  eapeoielly  the 
•i  «r,  and  also  to  past  oiroumetanoas  the  effeot  of  Hiioh  that  regime 
.  rot  easily  escape.  In  June,  last  year.  Great  Britain  temporarily 
ded  the  traf fio  of  gooda  destined  for  the  Chiang  regime  by  the 
'..ug  and  Burma  routes.  On  October  18  of  last  year,  however,  following 
»:mouncement  of  the  Three  power  phot,  that  oountry  reopened  the  Burma 
and  has  since  been  trying  to  transport  goods  by  that  route.  YUrther- 
Oreat  Britain  re  cently^rcst^^tt^Chlangrcg^j^a^a^a^lllon^oui^^^ 
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a  loro  of  one  Hundred  million  dollars.  The  latter  country  is  now  endea¬ 
vouring  to  extend  assistance  to  Or  eat  Britain  on  a  large  scale  by  mobilis¬ 
ing  her  entire  resources 0  while  the  Burns  route  is  being  seriously  and. 
sucAAsIreVf  damaged  by  appropriate  measures  taken  by  our  loyal  and  gallant 
air  forces .  it  seems  highly  problematical,  therefore,  Mist  assistance 
Grea<  Britain  and  the  United  Stated  can 'Actually  afford  the  Qxiang  regime, 
m  tbs  light  of  such  an  intematicmal  situation,  the  Japanese  Oowemment, 

In.  pursuance  of  their  fixed  polloy,  recognised  the  National  oowemment  at 
Nark*.?#  and  on  November  30  of  laat  year  concluded  with  the  latter  the 
dlno  Tapanc9e  Basic  Treaty.  Thia  Treaty  embodies  the  three  baaic 
pzimnples  of  good  neighbourlineae,  ed^nomic  co-operation  and  joint 
defence  sgainat  coomunlst  activities .  it  stipulates  that  both  Japan  and 
China  respect  each  other's  sovereignty  and  territorial  integrity,  and** 
undextake  close  economic  co-operation  on  the  basin  of  equality  and 
reciprocity,,  and  that  Japmese  forces  be  stationed  in  oertain  specified 
area*  in  Meogchlsng  and  North  (kina.  Not  only  does  Japan  demand  no  __ t_> 

territorial  cession  and  no  indaanltles,  but  aha  has  willingly  pledged 
to  Ctolna  a  policy  of  abolishing  extraterritoriality  and  also  of  restoring 
the  'concessions*  to  China.  This  is  an  eloquent  testimony  of  her  sincere 
desire  for  the  attainment  of  a  moral  union  of  the  Asiatic  peoples. 

Now  that  the  Basic  Treaty  has  bean  signed  and  the  Joint  Declaration  by 
japan ,  ManchouJcuo  and  China  issued,  it  is  inouotoeat  upon  us  to  concantratm 
our  efforts  on  assisting  the  Nanking  Government  ^to  develop  into  the  general 
government  of  China  both  in  name  and  in  fact*  VS  haws  thus  maintained 
an  attitude  to  surmount  all  obstaolss  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
a  sphere  of  oo -prosperity  throughout  Greater  laat  Asia  with  Japan,  Hanohoukuo 
and  China  as  its  pivotal  point.  <***  ‘ 

-  *cr^r  -•  -r* 

let  me  now  sake  a  brief  survey  of  our  relations  with  the  Netherlands 
Ia«t  jndiaa,  French  mdo-China,  and  Thailand,  which  lie  within  the  above- 
mentioned  sphere  of  common  prosperity.  «y 

The  Netherlands  last  Indies  and  iranah  mdo-China,  if  only  for 
geographical  reasons,  shoud  be  in  intimate  and  inseparable  relationship 
with  our  country .  Therefore,  the  eituation  Aloh  has  hitherto  thwarted 
tb«  development  of  thia  natural  relationship  suet  be  thoroughly  remedied 
and  relations  of  good  nelgbbourlineas  secured  for  the  promotion  of  aitual 
prosperity.  With  this  in  vise,  early  in  Septeafeer  last,  the  government 
despatched  Ur.  Ichiao  Kobayaabi,  Minister  of  Onsmsroe  and  Industry,  to  the 
Netherlands  last  Indies  as  a  special  envoy.  Mr.  Kobeyaahi  was  obliged  to 
return  to  Japan  by  circumstanoes  preventing  hie  prolonged  sojourn  abroad, 
when*  &  definite  stage  had  been  reached  in  his  negotiations  with  the 
Nether?  ends  last  Indies  authorities  concerning  purchases  of  oil  and  other 
urgent  questions,  as  his  successor,' the  Government  have  recently  sent  to  the 
Netherlands  last  Indies  Mr.  Kenklohl  Yoahiaawa,  formerly  Minister  of 
Foreign  affairs.  He  had  already  resumed  the  negotiations  with  the  Nether-  » 
lands  Bast  Indies  authorities. 
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As  regards  French  Indo-China ,  It  formed  the  moat  important  route 
of  supply  for  Chungking  since  the  beginning  of  the  China  Affair.  Consequent, 
however,  upon  the  sudden  change  In  the  European  situation  last  June,  a  change 
has  oocurred  in  the  relations  between  Japan  and  French  Indo-China,  resulting 
in  the  closure  of  the  border  between  French  mdo -China  and  China  itself, 
and  the  entry,  by  agreement,  of  Japanese  armed  forces  into  French  Indo- 
China.  Negotiations  are  now  in  progress  in  Tokyo  in  m  amicable  atmosphere 
on  the  basis  of  the  Notes  exchanged  between  the  French  Ambassador  and 
myself  in  August  last.  It  is  my  opinion  that  a  realization  by  France  of 
the  necessity  for  co-operation  with  Japan,  in  the  light  of  the  new 
situation  in  the  world  in  general  and  in  Best  Asia  in  particular, 
is  responsible  for  this  development. 

In  connection  with  the  French  Indo-Qiina  question,  I  should  like  to 
refer  to  the  relations  between  our  country  and  Thailand.  It  say  be 
reoalled  that  at  the  General  Assembly  of  the  League  of  Nations  dealing 
with  the  Manchurian  Affair,  in  1933 «  the  Thai  delegate  did  not  leave  the 
Assembly  hall  but  remained  in  his  seat0  and  boldly  announced  his 
abstention  from  voting.  This  is  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of  our  people. 

In  June,  last  year,  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Neutrality  was  concluded 
by  japan  with  Thailand,  ffith  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  consisted 
on  December  23,  at  Bangkok,  the  bonds  of  friendship  between  the  two 
countries  have  been  drawn  still  closer.  A  movement  is  now  stirring 
the  Thai  people  for  the  recovery  of  the  lost  territories  which  are  at 
present  incorporated  in  French  Indo-China.  The  Thai  troops  are 
confronting  the  French  mdo -China  forces  aoross  the  border  with  frequent 
conflicts  oocuring  between  them.  Japan,  the  leader  in  Bast  Asia,  cannot 
afford  to  remain  indifferent  to  suoh  a  dispute,  which  she  hopes  will  be 
settled  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

An  exohange  of  diplomatic  representatives  has  taken  plaoe  between 
Japan  and  Australia.  Ve  expect  that  the  two  countries  *..11  make  contri¬ 
butions  toward  the  promotion  of  the  peaoe  of  the  Pacific  by  further 
advancing  their  friendly  relations  through  cordial  co-operation  and  the 
elimination  oi  unnecessary  misunderstandings. 

The  relations  between  Japan  and  Near  Baatera  Countries  have  recently 
increased  in  cordiality.  Our  ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity  with 
Iran  is  only  one  of  many  proofs  that  illustrate  this  happy  state  cf affairs. 

Japan  end  the  Argentine  have  agreed  to  elevate  the  status  of  their 
Legations  in  each  other's  country  to  that  of  &nb assies.  VI th  Brasil , 
a  oultural  agreement  was  signed  in  September  last,  and  it  has  already 
been  sanctioned  by  His  Majesty  the  Boqperor.  Relations  between  Japan  and 
Brazil  are  thus  growing  more  and  more  cordial.  It  is  a  matter  for  hearty 
congratulation  that  Japan  and  those  Latin  American  countries  have  of 
recent  years  become  Increasingly  closer  in  their  political,  eoonomio 
and  oultural  relations.  -■- » 
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Vhile  diplomatic  relations  have  taken  such  a  favourable  turn, 
the  development  of  the  European  war  haa  obliged  us  to  suspend  or 
tenporarlly  withdraw  some  of  our  diplomatic  establishments  in  that 
region.  But  Japan's  diplomatic  service  abroad  is  being  steadily 
strengthened  on  the  principle  of  attaching  special  importance  to 
specifio  countries.  Ve  are  specially  reinforcing  our  diplomatic 
machinery  in  Greater  last  Asia. 


In  establishing  a  sphere  of  oomnon  prosperity  throughout 
Greater  last  Asia,  and  ensuring  the  peaoe  of  the  Orient,  it  is  not 
desirable  that  the  present  diplomatic  relations  between  Japan  and 
the  Soviet  Union  should  be  left  as  they  are.  The  utmost  efforts  are 
being  made,  therefore,  to  remove  untual  misunderstandings  and,  if 
possible,  to  bring  about  a  fundamental  and  far-reaching  adjustment  of 
diplomatic  relations. 


Ve  are  pursuing  negotiations  at  this  moment  upon  such  questions  as 
the  frontier  demarcation  between  Manchoukuo  and  Outer  Mongolia,  the 
fisheries  and  the  Japanese  concessions  in  North  Saghalien.  Regarding 
the  fisheries  question  in  particular,  an  agreement  of  views  has  already 
been  reached  concerning  the  establishment  of  a  mixed  cocmlssian  composed 
of  Japanese  and  Soviet  representatives  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the 
longterm  treaty  and  also  concerning  the  conclusion  of  a  modus  vivendi 
for  fishing  industry  for  this  year.  On  this  point  both  Germany  and 
Itary  share  Japan's  desire.  The  provisions  of  Article  V  of  the  Three 
power  Pact  also  make  it  clear,  in  accordance  with  the  above-mentioned 
intentions  of  Japan,  that  the  Paot  is  not  directed  against  the  Soviet 
Union.  Ve  earnestly  hope  that  the  Soviet  Union  will  understand 
japan's  true  Intentions  and  that ^he  two  countries,  actuated  by  the 
spirit  of  mutual  concession  and  conciliation,  will  suoceed  in  achieving 
the  readjustment  of  their  relations. 


Japan's  foreign  trade,  with  the  exception  of  that  with  Manchoukuo 
and  China,  is  conducted  mostly  with  Great  Britain,  the  United  States  and 
their  respeoti  e  colonies  and  possessions.  Since  notifying  Japan  of  the 
abrogation  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Navigation  in  July,  1939*  the  United 
States  has  been  enforcing  in  succession  embargoes  or  restrictions  on  the 
exports  of  Japan  of  aircraft,  arms  and  aununition,  aviation  gasoline, 
machine  tools,  scrap  iron,  iron  and  steel  manufactures,  copper,  niokel  and 
other  important  war  materials,  while  the  British  Dominions  and  colonies 
are  in  various  ways  interfering  with  Japan's  shipping.  The  Japanese 
Government  have  lodged  protests  against  such  actions  on  each  occasion,  but 
this  tendenoy  has  recently  been  so  greatly  aggravated  that  Japan  must 
meet  the  situation  adequately  prepared.  No  other  course  is  left  to  Japan 
but  to  go  forward  with  perfecting  herself  as  a  state  highly  organized  for 
national  defenoe,  not  only  in  order  to  meet  this  pressure  that  I  have  referred 
to  but  also  to  secure  an  economic  life  of  self -supply  and  aelf-suffioingness 
within  the  region  of  Greater  East  Asia 
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3b  this  connection,  I  should  like  to  ref  dr  to  our  relations  with 
the  united  States.  The  united  States  has  evinced  no  adequate  under¬ 
standing  of  the  fact  that  the  establishment  of  a  sphere  of  common 
prosperity  throughout  Greater  Bast  Asia  la  truly  a  matter  of  vital 
eoneera  to  Japan.  She  apparently  entertains  an  idea  that  her  own  first 
line  of  national  defence  lies  along  the  mid -Atlantic  to  the  east, 
but  westward  not  only  along  the  eastern  Paolfio,  but  even  as  far  as 
China  andxthe  South  Seas.  If  the  United  States  assumes  such  an 
attitude,  it  would  be,  to  say  the  least 0  a  very  one  sided  contention 
on  her  part,  to  oast  reflections  on  our  superiority  in  the  western 
Pacific ,  by  suggesting  that' it  betokens  ambitious  designs.  I,  for 
one,  believe  that  such  a  position  assumed  oh  the  part  of  the  united 
States  would  not  be  calculated  to  contribute  toward  the  promotion  of 
world  peaae.  Speaking  frankly,  I  should  extremely  regret  such  an 
attitude  of  the  united  States  for  the  sake  of  Japanese -Amerioan 
friendship,  for  the  sake  of  peace  in  the  Paoifla  and,  also,  for  the 
sake  of  the  peace  of  the  world  in  general.  It  is  my  earnest  hope  that 
a  great  nation  exerting  the  influence  that  the  united  States  does  will 
realize  her  responsibility  for  the  maintenance  of  peace,  will  reflect 
deeply  on  her  attitude  with  truly  God-fearing  piety,  will  courageously 
liquidate  past  circumstances  and  bend  her  utmost  efforts  to  allay  the 
impending  crisis  of  civilization. 


The  prevailing  confusion  of  the  international  situation  shows 
no  sign  of  subsiding,  but  on  the  oontrary,  it  tends  to  increase. 

Should  the  united  States  unfortunately  become  Involved  in  the 
European  war,  and  should  Japan  too,  be  compelled  to  participate  in 
the  war,  another  great  World  War  both  in  name  and  reality  would  ensue, 
preoipitating  a  situation  which  would  defy  all  attempt  at  saving  it. 
Should  the  war  take  its  furious  oourse,  unleashing  formidable  new  weapons 
which  have  not  hitherto  been  used,  no  one  could  guarantee  that  it  would 
not  develop  into  a  war  spalling  the  downfall  of  modem  civilization. 

The  Three  Power  Pact  haa  bean  concluded  for  the  purpose  not  only  of 
making  sustained  efforts  for  the  establishment  of  a  sphere  of  common 
prosperity  throughout  Greater  Bast  Asia,  but  of  preventing,  in  its 
oourse,  any  further  extension  of  the  present  disturbances.  We  must 
endeavour  to  terminate  the  current  war  as  speedily  as  possible  and  to 
settle  the  chaos  in  which  the  world  is  plunged.  We  mist,  meanwhile, 
study  in  advanoe  to  dissever  some  formula  for  the  prevention  of  the 
recurrence  of  any  suoh  disturbance  in  the  future. 


1 


With  an  unbroken  line  of  Bnperors  reigning  since  its  foundation, 
our  Bnpire  constitutes  a  unique  family-state  unparallelled  in  the  world 
for  unity  and  solidarity,  which  grow  stronger  with  every  national 
emergency.  It  is  reassuring,  moreover,  to  observe  that  the  Japanese 
Bitpire  is  endowed  with  most- favourable  geographical  conditions,  powerful 
enough  to  influence  the  oourse  of  world  politics.  With  the  aonviotlou 
of  our  race  that  Light  radiates  from  the  Bast  and  with  the  great  ideal 
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of  Hakko  Ichiu,  wo  suet  put  forth  oUr  utmost  efforts  In  the  great  task 
of  establishing  a  new  world  order  which  la  the  object  of  the  Tripartite 
Paot.  That  we  shall  succeed  in  this  regard  I  hare  not  the  slightest 
doubt.  If  wa  are  fully  prepared  for  this  task  under  these  circumstances* 
the  future  of  our  Aqpire.  I  firmly  believe.  is  full  of  promise. 

Ifc  concluding  my  address ,  I  respectfully  pay  ay  tribute  to  the 
spirits  of  these  loyal  and  valiant  officers  and  man.  our  countrymen, 
who  have  fallen  in  action,  and  at  the  same  time.  I  tender  ay  warm  thanks 
to  the  armed  forces  of  our  nation  for  enduring  sc  m any  hardships  «na 
privations,  devoting  to  them  my  most  slnsere  wishes  for  every  auoaaaa 
In  the  field. 
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